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The U2 Band Live Performance Review
For decades, the U2 Irish band has proved to be one of the most prominent voices in the history of American rock music. Their music seeks to express the pulse of the nation. The message being conveyed focusing on mythology and sometimes political connotations of a country (Endrinal, 2008). Live U2 performances are inclusive of spectacles that create a unique approach to their songs creating an unforgettable concert experience. The band's recent performance was during the Joshua Tree Tour last year 2019 from November to December. The Joshua Tree Tour is a concert tour that has happened in 2017 and 2019 to commemorate the anniversary of the Joshua Tree album (Crave, 2019). The band comprises four members: Adam Clayton who plays the bass guitar, Bono who is the most active and recognized member and is the lead singer, plays the guitar and harmonica. The third member is Edge the expert in playing the electric guitar and piano. Larry Mullins Junior mainly plays the drum but also backs up vocals too. As popular icons in popular rock and roll bands, these members use their power to expose to its audiences the pressing political issues. This was no different during their worldwide concert tour. The tour was set to kick off in Auckland through Brisbane Melbourne, Sydney and Perth before progressing to Tokyo in Japan (Gregory, 2019). This paper analyzes their live performance and provides a detailed description of their rock music setting and audience reaction at Auckland city in New Zealand at Mount Smart Stadium on 8th November 2019.
Instrumentation
The evening set of with their earliest albums of the '80s including the all-time favorite ‘Sunday Bloody Sunday’ and ‘New Year’s Day’ and the response from the fans was quite exuberant. In most of the songs through the concert tour, almost all four vocal parts were sung by Bono while the three guitar parts played by Adam and Edge practically at the same time. The bass player, Adam who is best known for sunburst Fender P-Bass and canorous baselines would chip in to add a melodious flavor. The percussion instruments, which include the triangle and wind chimes were used by Larry alongside the drum kit to attract attention before Adam’s voice entered to another verse. The song, ‘Songs of Innocence ’was mostly performed at a comfortable mezzo-forte throughout with little dynamics printed on the score. Although it is common to find even phrases in rock music, the phrases in most of their songs performed the chords. Phrases from Adams determined the extracts Edge developed with the slides, palm muting, pitch bends, and slight distortions. In other several occasions, the guitar solos were heard over the chords especially in the verses, chorus and the Instrumental links. The instrumentation in the song ‘Songs of Innocence’ (an album released in 2014) changed during their performance leading to timbral differences and smooth harmonic progressions. Bono constantly made several stage banters that gave a political atmosphere before performing ‘The Blackout’. Their finishing songs though such as ‘The Little Things That Give You Away’ and ‘You’re the Best Thing About Me’ would give an intimate tone.
Melody, Texture and Word Setting
All their songs were characterized by a polyphonic texture. Most verses in all their songs incorporated a multi-voice texture that helped them achieve an intricate sound in the four-piece instrumentation. Clayton played the high pitches repeatedly creating a pulse that pushed the songs forward and changed the harmonies (Crave, 2019). As a result, an active pattern arises in the U2’s repertoire and is distinguished by a steady eight-note pulse. The lyrics of their songs were repetitive and rhythmic while the word setting is syllabic. Each song began with an introduction that presented the main theme of each song. The progressive verses were linked by transition sections. Most choruses seemed to emphasize the pitch center that resolved a melodic tension before preceding to the next verse. U2 is distinguished from other rock bands due to their unique distinctive textures and effects.

Audience
The crowd of fans that trickled down the Stadium would clearly show the tour was to be unforgettable. Throughout the show, fans would cheer and scream to the top of their voices. It felt as if every person in the city had turned up not to miss this historical moment (Crave, 2019). With every swing of the microphone stand and the ecstatic play of the electronic guitar, the spectators would go loud with cheers all shouting at the top of their voices. Fans proved the concert to be of ultimate success as they had turned up in numerous numbers. Just mentioning that it was a good concert would be an understatement as the tour was a great experience for rock and roll musician lovers.
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